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AL STEPHEN

Top 10 reasons to attend
Women’s Retreat
Feb. 9-11

10. Beautiful, peaceful surroundings.

9. Location only 30-40 minutes
away from home.

8. Virtually no labor (meals provided).

7. An opportunity to make new
friends.

6. An opportunity to strengthen
current friendships.

5. Fun activities: games or learn
something new.

4. Rest, relaxation, rejuvenation.
3. Meaningful spiritual exercises

and discussions led by
Janna Chaney.

2. A chance to simply be free from
the hustle and bustle of daily
life for a while.

1. YOU DESERVE IT.

Registration forms are available at
the office or the Connections Center.

Support The Spire,
sponsor an ad

Heavenly Printing is looking for ad
sponsors for the ad page in The Spire.
To sponsor an ad, contact Penny at
Heavenly Printing, 951-850-7764.
Donations to Salem FUMC, generated
by Heavenly Printing from the ad
page, offset our printing and postage
costs for the newsletter. Ads run for
one year from March 2007 to Feb.
2008. Church members have first
choice for ad space and receive a 20
percent discount.

M 1T NISTRY CHURCH

Annual ecumenical Martin Luther King, Jr.
worship service Jan. 14

“Building on the Dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.”
Sunday, Jan. 14, 4 p.m.
First Congregational Church, 700 Marion St., NE

We will join people from all over Salem to celebrate and honor the life
of Martin Luther King, Jr. Civic leaders, faith leaders, and the citizens
of our community will talk about Dr. King’s legacies. Come join us in
hand-clapping music and an authentic sense of respect for our
common human journey. Guest speaker will be the Rev. Joyce Smith of
the Pauline Memorial AME Zion Church. The worship service will
feature selections by the Salem Boys Choir, The Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Mass Choir, and a Praise Dance by Alma Markson. Former Salem
Mayor Mike Swaim will present scholarships from the Nellie
Thompson/Dorothy Patch Scholarship Foundation.

Sue invites you to reflect with her
and John Dominic Crossan

Beginning Jan. 10, Rev. Sue will facilitate an eight-week discussion
around four questions:

What is the character of your God?

What is the content of your faith?

What is the purpose of your prayer?

What is the function of your church?

The class will use the thoughts and scholarship of John Dominic
Crossan to trigger the discussion. He offers historical and Biblical
context for these questions and gives us a fresh perspective on these
arenas of our faith. One of his statements is that “unless we
understand first-century Christianity, we cannot figure out 21st
century Christianity.”

The class will be limited to 12 and does not require extra reading.
Please prayerfully consider being a part of this experience of deepening
your faith.
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Pastor’s ponderings

I miss my dad. It was my first Christmas without
him, and there was a hole in our gathering.
Memories were strong and pictorial flashes came
to me throughout the opening of presents and
the eating of the family meal. I found myself
both smiling and teary.

But remembering did not mean that all of the
memories were good. There was the tear in our
leather chair when he tried to force the handle to
work; and one cannot forget the demanding way
he would order us to get this or that for him—right now. And there
were always those extreme amounts of pepper that were bestowed
upon his food. These were not his finest moments.

I liked the more positive memories better: his generous spirit and gift
giving, wanting everyone to feel loved; his quick mind and his intense
desire to win when we played “hearts;” and those outpouring words of
affection, which he gave to all of us easily and often. I really do miss him.

I suspect there are people you miss, too. Holidays always seem to
bring those folks to mind, as we get reflective and introspective and
nostalgic. It’s a good thing, even if it is somewhat painful. It makes
love given and received more real.

Sometimes though, the wounds of relationships are very real, too.
Remembering those memories may require more “oomph” than we can
manifest on our own. Those wounds may require God’s help. As we
enter into this new year, there may well be histories with others that
have created negative memories; there may be words or acts that need
to be forgiven; there may be illnesses of our minds, bodies, and souls
that need healing. I am going to provide a worship service for us
where healing is the focus. It will be held Saturday afternoon at 4
p.m. on Feb. 17. Together we will seek the freedom from hurt that only
God can give. I hope you will join me.

And may this new year unfold for you with God’s tender grace coming
from your deepest and most sacred heart place.

Sue
|

To those who helped bring us to the manger

Thank you to all who helped mark this Advent/Christmas season with
beauty and grace. Your efforts in decorating, preparing performances
and offering your gifts were conduits for the Spirit and created a
“manger” place for us. We came, saw and worshiped the Christ child
through your labors. Thank you.

Sue
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Worship schedule

See back page for services and times.

Jan. 14

Human Relations Sunday

8:30 a.m. Rev. Sue Owen

11 a.m. Traditional Rev. Joyce Smith,
AME Zion, along with the AME choir
11 a.m. Praise Cesie Delve
Scheuermann, Western District
Lay Leader

4 p.m. UCC, 1st Congregational,
ecumenical service

Jan. 21

8:30 a.m. Rev. Sue Owen

11 a.m. Traditional Rev. Sue Owen
11 a.m. Praise Susan Boegli

Jan. 28

8:30 a.m. Susan Boegli

11 a.m. Traditional Susan Boegli
11 a.m. Praise Rev. Sue Owen

Feb. 4

Habitat for Humanity Sunday
8:30 a.m. Rev. Sue Owen

11 a.m. Traditional Rev. Sue Owen
11 a.m. Praise Susan Boegli

Feb.11
Youth Sunday

Saturday, Feb.17
Healing Service

Feb. 18

8:30 a.m. Susan Boegli

11 a.m. Traditional Susan Boegli
11 a.m. Praise Rev. Sue Owen

Wednesday, Feb. 21
Ash Wednesday Service
7 p.m.

Feb. 25

Guest preachers.

Rev. Sue Owen and Susan Boegli
will be attending the Board of
Ordained Ministry meeting.
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Alternative Christmas
Market report

So many people worked to make
this year's Alternative Christmas
Market a success that we could not
possibly list them all, so we are
using the Spire to thank each of
you. Together we raised a record
$16,485.85 (the 2005 Market
raised $15,089) for helping service
agencies or programs here and
abroad. Even agencies that might
appear more commercial—wreath
sales, Ten Thousand Villages,
poinsettias—use their money for
service programs, not for self-
maintenance. In addition,
numerous items were brought for
the Giving Tree. On behalf of the
Christian Social Concerns
Committee, we are grateful to you
for your continuing generosity of
time and giving.

Shalom, Erin and Phil Hanni

Mia Adjali

Mia Adjali Circle will meet on
Jan. 10 at 7 p.m. in the Carrier
Room at the church. Our hostess
will be Erin Hanni. Visitors are
welcome. Please come and find
us. For clues, contact Connie
Bork at 503-364-8623.

Not sure what to do with
those holiday boxes and
packing peanuts?

Donate those holiday boxes and
packing peanuts to the eBay
ministry. We are always in need
of packing peanuts and, right
now, medium-size boxes. Just
drop them off at the church office
or in front of the eBay door in
the foyer outside of the dining
room. Thank you.

I

I’d like to thank

Daniel Bolen, Nancy Brik, Evan Bromley-Spear, Valerie Bromley-Spear,
Bill Cummins and Brett Landmann, for volunteering to be mentors for a
day in our Sunday School class. The Mid-High Sunday School Class

The Underground staff of volunteers, thank you for your selfless
dedication, time and support. Marissa and Kirk Hurd

Caroline, Bill and Jessie Cummins, for all they do for our church
community. Kathy Lincoln

Tom Scheuermann, for the impeccable organization, coordination and
leadership efforts in planning the Interfaith Hospitality week at
MICAH the week of Nov. 25 through Dec. 3. Pamela Olson

The many who donated cookies for the Parade Open House and
those who helped serve, set-up, and clean up. Donna Herbert

The wonderful, capable women who have accepted positions for
UMW. Donna Herbert

All the volunteers who work so hard with the church staff to insure
the success of all the programs of Salem First. There are too many to
mention by name, but God bless them all! Arturo & Irene Fernandez

The McGladreys, John Ranney and the musicians for the wonderful
Advent Masterworks presentation. The Staff of Salem FUMC

The congregation, for their prayers of support. Gary and Sandy Onstot

Colleen Richards, for contacting area restaurants to participate in the
WWEF program. Susan Boegli

All of the greeters, ushers, and sound technicians who volunteered
their time at the Christmas Eve services. The Staff of Salem FUMC

Sue Miletta and Nancy Porter and all the wonderful children who
participated in the Nativity Pageant on Christmas Eve.
The Staff of Salem FUMC

The Music Department: Cynthia and Emanuel McGladrey, John
Ranney, and all the musicians for their awe-inspiring Christmas Eve
musical selections. The Staff of Salem FUMC

To all the good folks who have permitted me to interview them for
our “Family Album.” Dorothy Garrett

Cynthia and Emanuel McGladrey, for making a special trip out to see my
mom, Elizabeth “Betty” Skinner on her 90th birthday. Their presence
made this year extra special for Mom, the other residents and me. Sue Baker

2007 Soup Kitchen schedule

Salem FUMC will host the Jason Lee Soup Kitchen on these dates: Feb. 25,
April 1, June 24, Sept 2, and Dec 23. Call the office and volunteer
either to make soup or to serve soup at Jason Lee UMC. This service is a
partnership of Mission Work Team and Social Concerns.
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Teddy Bear Sunday

Do you ever wonder what happens to the teddy bear you place on the
altar on Teddy Bear Sunday? Do you ever wonder if it really helps a
distressed child?

Imagine you are five years old and have seen something terrible happen
in your home. Maybe it is a drug raid or domestic violence. The police
arrive at your door, escort you to a big black and white car with lights
on the top. You didn’t do anything wrong, so you wonder why the police
are taking you. Soon, the police car arrives at some building you have
never seen, where foster care placement begins. You are scared, crying,
and confused. All you want is your mommy and daddy.

Unfortunately, too many children in Oregon experience this trauma.
Below is a letter of gratitude from Child Welfare to our congregation.
This letter says it all.

Dear Kathy,

Please extend to all involved in the Teddy Bear collection our
appreciation for your generous donation. Hopefully, these special bears
will help to alleviate some of the fear and sadness our foster children
may be feeling this Holiday Season. Thank you for your time and
effort to put smiles on some of their young faces. On behalf of the
Child Protective Services Unit for Marion County, wholeheartedly
thank you to the First United Methodist Church.

Dawn Hunter, Child Welfare, Program Manager

Reaching out

The In Reach team reaches out to church members who have stopped
coming or can't come to church services. Why bother? We don’'t want a
single soul to drift away from us because they didn't feel like we cared.

Some members want to come to Sunday services, but don’t have
transportation. The In Reach Team gives them a ride in the church
van. Others are homebound, but still want to feel connected to our
family. In Reach members visit them. Still others have been
hospitalized for illness or surgery. In Reach members visit them.

How do we know who to call on? The red attendance book you sign at
Sunday services helps In Reach spot those who might need a call or visit.
The team reviews attendance sheets monthly, looking for interruptions in
attendance. When you attend a service on Sunday, please stretch out
your hand to a pew pencil and take a few seconds to sign the red book.

And, if you know of someone who can’'t come to our Sunday services
for any reason, please let one of our team members know so we can
follow up. Thank you!

The In Reach Team: Melissa Berry, Kathy Clayberger, Sally Cowell,
Don Doughton, John Herbert, Jan Morgan, Gary Onstot, Sue Owen,
Carol Richmond, Ben Sims, Grace Wilson, chair
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In our prayers

In need of support and prayer:
Paul Swanson

David Zeit

Angela Wilson

In need of healing:
William Ours, Sr.
Sheila Faulconer
Phyllis Arthur
Virginia Christman
Jenny Birnie
Andrew Hope

Rose Schultz

Billie Bell

Richard Frank

Pat Fisher

Ann Bluhm Mattson
Jim Powell

Ken Boegli

Bill Beaman

Audrey Sherman
Ruby Seems

Jean Goin

Dale Otto’s brother
Don Knepp’s niece, Donna

Wish List

TV for a disabled CHP client

TV with DVD/VCR
(built-in or separate unit)
for Sunday school room

Computer system for CHP office
Congregations Helping People is
in need of an up-to-date
computer and printer. They are
currently using a donated model
from 2004, which has served
their needs until recently, but
they are now unable to access
important information from the
Internet to assist their clients. If
you have a computer and printer
less than four years old and
would like to donate it to CHPF,
please call Kathy in the church
office at 503-364-6709.
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES Building Peace, Piece by Piece

Women are invited to participate in
the following events.

WOW Groups: when and where
Women of Wonder, of Worship,

of Wisdom, of Witness, of Wesley,
of Whatever

Pinochle Pals

Every Wednesday, 2 p.m.,
at Willson House,

1625 Center St. NE.
Contact: Helen Hoffhines,
503-364-0977

Susanna Wesley Moms Group
First and third Wednesdays,
3:45 to 5:15 p.m. in the Carrier
Room. Child care provided.
Contact: Sue Corner,
503-375-3734

Mia Adjali Circle

Second Wednesday, at 7 p.m. in
homes of members. Contact: Connie
Bork, 503-364-8623

Erbele Circle

Second Mondays, at 11:30 a.m. in
the Carrier Room. Bring a sack
lunch. Contact: Joan Zelmer,
503-364-6204

Knit a Blessing Ministry

Meets 2nd Monday, following Erbele
Circle, 2 p.m., in the Carrier Room.
For instructions, call

Bonnie Shaw, 503-375-6390

Stretch & Glo

Mondays and Wednesdays,

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Dining
Room. Contact: Donna Armstrong,
503-364-3583

Quilting and Fiber Arts
Meets every other month,
Fridays, 5 to 9 p.m.,
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Contact: Laurie Havel,
503-361-7277

Mary Martha Prayer

and Meditation Circle

Third Fridays at 5:30 p.m.

for supper at La Marguerita
Restaurant followed by prayer

at 7 p.m. in the Carrier Room.
Contact: Cynthia McGladrey,
503-390-7563

Journaling As a Journey

First Monday of the month in room
225. Contact: Sharon Everette,
503-391-4733

YUM Women

(Young United Methodist Women)
First Saturday of the month at the
Beanery on Liberty Street downtown,
10 to 11 a.m. Contact : Catherine
Howard, 503-588-1690 or
cahoward520@yahoo.com

Correction: UMW Executive
committee meetings will be
the second Wednesday of the
month at 4 p.m.

UMW: Where the Money Goes

Each year the UMW budget includes
an amount for donation to local
charities serving women, children and
youth. At the Dec. 9 unit meeting, the
members voted to send donations to
United Methodist Retirement Center,
Willson House, Salem Literacy
Program at Baker School,
Congregations Helping People, and
HOME Youth & Resource Center.
HOME services include day shelter,
case management, meals, showers,
laundry, clothing, GED help and
tutoring, jobs assistance, positive
activities, education, housing, and
other services for at-risk and
homeless youth. From July 2005 to
June 2006, 453 at-risk and homeless
youth visited HOME. Nearly 4,700
meals were served. HOME employed
10 young people, providing entry-
level job skills and experience. More
than 100 volunteers contributed
1,800 hours. Volunteers are needed
to assist with games and crafts,
cooking, and with gathering
donations of food or clothing.
Interested? Call 503-391-6428.

WEDNESDAY
WITH FRIENDS

Jan. 10

Catered by: Capitol Dog
Menu: Old-fashioned hot dogs and
fixin's from the old country

Capitol Dog

Igor Slobodyan
Owner

525 Ferry 5t No 102
Salem, OR 97301

N=

Phone (503) 581-3993

WE ACCEPT PHONE ORDERS

Cost: $5 (12 and over)

$3 (3-11 years old)
Short-term Program: All Your Worth
Facilitator: Jerry Bray

Get control of your money once and for
all. Jerry Bray will lead a class based
on the book, All Your Worth by
Elizabeth Warren and Amelia Warren
Tyagi starting Jan. 10 and finishing Feb.
14. You must sign up for this class so
we can order enough books and you
can get started on your homework. (Yes,
there is a pre-assignment: read the first
50 pages of the book before the first
session.) The cost of the class will be
$10 and will cover the cost of the book.

* Have the power to pay your bills
on time and relax in security and
comfort.

* Have money in your pocket for plain
old just-because-you-feel-like-it fun.

* And still have money to save and
build some real wealth.

All Your Worth describes a simple,
easy-to-follow six step process. You
will then set some simple, measurable
goals and learn how to meet these
goals. At the end we'll cover money
and your marriage, buying a home
and staying in control in tough times.
When your money is in balance, you

always have enough to pay your bills,
have fun, and save for your dreams.
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SECOND WINDERS

Portland Art Museum
Treasures of Ancient Egypt
Friday, Feb. 9, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

There is still room on our bus trip
to see the largest selection of
Egyptian antiquities ever loaned
for exhibition in North America.

Our buffet lunch at Sweet

Tomatoes in Tigard is at 11:30 a.m.

This should give us plenty of time
for our scheduled 1:30 p.m. tour at
the museum.

The $42 cost for this trip is due by
Jan. 19. This covers the bus, group
discount tickets to Portland Art
Museum, and lunch. Any
questions, please call Evelyne
Fowler, 503-588-1827, or Jean
Corcran, 503-585-2805.

Opportunities to
volunteer for Habitat for
Humanity coming soon

In March of 2007, Habitat for
Humanity of the Mid-Willamette
Valley plans to break ground for a
new home constructed by local faith
communities of all denominations.
Salem First has again agreed to
serve as a Cornerstone Partner for

Weekly

If you are interested in attending
any of these meetings, please call
the office for more information.

Senior High Youth Group
Sundays, 12:30-2:00 p.m.
Youth Center

Mid-High Youth
Wednesdays 6:15 to 7:45 p.m.
Youth Center

Bridges/Wed. Fun Night
Wednesdays, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Room 120

analternative worship community

6:04 p.m. sundays
680 state street
call 503-363-4013 for information
Www.theundergroundexperience.org

this home, which means we are responsible for raising $15,000 towards house
building efforts and providing a crew of volunteers at the building site on
specified dates. Thanks to the many contributions received at Habitat’s Fall
Fundraising Breakfast and our Alternative Christmas Market, we have already
raised about one third of our financial commitment.

Volunteering for Habitat is very rewarding and a great community-building
experience. Testimonials from Habitat families state over and over what a positive
and life-changing experience home ownership is for them. Salem First will provide
10 volunteers for each of two shifts at the site on the second Saturday of each
month (8 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.). No previous construction experience
is necessary, and Habitat will provide tools. Volunteers must be at least 15 years
old. If you aren't interested in participating at such a hands-on level, there will be
other opportunities to volunteer (providing snacks or lunch for the work crew,
assisting with fund raising efforts, helping organize work crews, etc.).

On Sunday, Feb. 4, we will ask congregation members to sign up as
volunteers. Later this spring there will be a special opportunity to meet the
family selected by Habitat for home partnership. Fundraising will continue
throughout the spring. If you have questions, please contact Julie Biskie
503-370-9811 or Dave Smedema, 503-390-3095.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AN
&

Monthly

SPRC First Thursday of each month
7 to 9:30 p.m., Room 222

Trustees Meeting
Second Thursday of each month,
6:30 to 9 p.m., Room 225

Food Bank Collection

Third Sunday of each month,
Food and money collected at each
morning worship service for Jason
Lee UMC Food Bank.

Stewardship Committee
Second Tuesday of each month,
6 to 7 p.m., Carrier Room

Mission Team
Second Tuesday of each month,
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Room 223

Finance Committee
Third Tuesday of each month,
7 to 8 p.m., Dining Room

Administrative Council
Third Thursday of each month,
7 to 9 p.m., Room 225

Social Concerns
Second Friday of each month,
Noon to 1 p.m., Room 225

United Methodist Men Breakfast
Third Saturday of each month,

8 to 9:30 a.m., call Bob Edwards
for location of meeting.

United Methodist Women
Board meeting

First Thursday of each month,
4 p.m., Rm. 222

Communications Committee
Third Monday of each month,

5:30-7 p.m., check board for location.

7
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First United Methodist Church
600 State Street
Salem, OR 97301

Sunday Services . . . . 8:30 a.m. (Sanctuary), 11:00 a.m. (MICAH),
11 a.m. (Sanctuary), 6:04 p.m. (MICAH)

Location. ......... Corner of Church and State Streets
Phone............ 503-364-6709
Fax.............. 503-364-7268

Prayer Line. ... .... 503-362-8149

Email ........... Church: salem1st@wvi.com

Sue Owen: revsue@wyvi.com
Susan Boegli: mindis@wvi.com
Kirk Hurd: kirka@wvi.com
Web page. ........ www.salemfirstumc.org
Officehours. . . .. ... Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m. to Noon

. _______________________________________________________________ |

First United Methodist Church

A diverse and inclusive community of faith, seeking to follow the example
of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all to a walk with Christ, Nurturing each
other in Christian love, Equipping persons with a faith that works in real
life, and Serving God in the church, the community and the world.

Church Staff

Lay Leader. . ... e Marci Ling
Lead Pastor. . ........ ...ttt Rev. Sue Owen
Minister of Discipleship . ........................... Susan Boegli
Director of Young Adults. . ................. ... ........ Kirk Hurd
Youth Directors . . ...t Dan and Kim Bolen
Childcare Coordinator. ... .......... ... ..., Phaedra Parrish
Director of Sanctuary Choirs. . ................. Emanuel McGladrey
Organist............ .. .. . . John Ranney
Director of Bell Choirs . . ..... ... ... .. .. ... . .... Shira Fadeley
Bell Choir Assistant . . ......... ... ... ... Dan Bailey
Choristers Director. . ...... ..., Rolland Hayden
Cherubs Assistant ............. ... i, Scott Morrison
Director of Children’s Music, Pianist ............. Cynthia McGladrey
MICAH Music Team . ... ..ot e e Kirk Hurd
Finance Managers ...................... Sandy Tatti & Ellie Carson
Office Administrator . ........... .. . ... Kathy Ouimet
Stephen Ministry Coordinator ....................... Fran Eriksen
Director of Human Resources ........... ... ........ Carol Stoebig
Campus Custodian. ...t Total Solutions

The Spire (USPS 863-560) published twice monthly,

except in Nov. and Dec., by the First United

Methodist Church, 600 State Street, Salem, Oregon.

Periodical postage paid at Salem, OR 97301.
Postmaster: Please send change of address to

The Spire = Jan. 9, 2007

Spire deadlines

Please submit your articles by
NOON of the deadline date.
Articles received after the deadline
will be held for the next issue.

Deadline Publication date
Jan.16 ................ Jan. 23
Feb.6 ................. Feb. 13
Feb.20 ................ Feb.27
Mar.6 ................ Mar. 13
Mar.20 ............... Mar. 27

E-mail articles for The Spire to the
church office, salemfirst@wvi.com.
Please include the word “SPIRE”
and the subject of your article in
the subject line and include a
phone number with your article.

Office Closure

The church office will be closed on
Monday, Jan. 15, in observance of
Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday.

The office will also close at noon
on Fridays until further notice.
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