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A biweekly newsletter of The First United Methodist

hurch of Salem, Oregon

It's not the steeple, it's the people.
A STEPHEN

Music First,
Dessert Second

Sunday, Jan. 28 at 4 p.m.

Our fourth annual music
ministry fundraising event is
on Sunday, Jan. 28, at 4 p.m.
in the sanctuary. It will be
followed by a dessert potluck
in the dining room, hosted by
our choir members.

This fundraising concert features
congregational hymn-singing,
Choristers Choir, bell choirs,
Alleluia Choir, Chancel Choir, The
Collection Plates and Koinonia
Consort, all sharing favorites and
special non-worship-style music.
Donations will be gratefully
accepted toward purchases for
the music ministry.
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Habitat For Humanity Sunday: Feb. 4

We are excited about our ability to help in the building of yet another
Habitat for Humanity home. We are resolved to raise $15,000 to help
with the costs of a new house and to send out teams of people once a
month to help with the necessary labor. Your co-chairs, Julie Biskie and
David Smedema, are helping to lead worship on Feb. 4 as we Nail Our
Contributions to the project board. You will be offered a chance to
provide prayers, food for workers, physical power, and funds. Please
come with the joy of the Lord and the love of your neighbor in

your heart.

Interfaith Advocacy Day: Feb. 5

The Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon is sponsoring an Interfaith
Advocacy Day on Monday, Feb. 5, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at First
Congregational Church, 700 Marion St. NE, Salem. The theme for the
advocacy day is “Family and Community Stability: A Value for all
Oregonians.”

Attendees will gather at the church for information sessions and then
progress to the State Capitol to speak to legislators. Focus of the
gathering will be on affordable housing, accessible health care, and
elimination of hunger. Speakers for the event include: Michael Anderson,
executive director of the Portland Housing Alliance; Rabbi Michael
Cahan, Congregation Beth Israel; State Representative David Hunt; Patti
Whitney Wise, Oregon Hunger Relief Task Force; Lisa Wenzlick, St. Luke
Lutheran Church; Bruce Goldberg, MD, Oregon Department of Human
Services; and Barbara Roberts, former Oregon governor.

Registration fee is $15 which includes lunch and materials. For
registration information, call (503) 221-1054.

Interfaith Energy and Climate Day: Feb. 26

The Interfaith Network for Earth Concerns and Oregon Interfaith Power
and Light project groups, which are affiliated with the Ecumenical
Ministries of Oregon, will sponsor an advocacy day focused on energy
and climate issues on Monday, Feb. 26, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at First

United Methodist Church, Salem.
(cont. on page 7)
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Pastor’s ponderings

I was giving a tour of our church to a couple
from Burns, Ore., who were a prospective bride
and groom. They were fascinated by our history
as I told the story once again of Jason Lee and
the second floor flood prevention plan. We
looked at the windows and remembered the
hundreds and thousands of people who have
worshiped here and were married here, and were
memorialized here, and the goose bumps came.

They always do. I have told that story many,

many times. Always I feel the stretch of God’s presence reaching out
from the past to touch us in this place and in this moment. The story
continually brings to life the drumbeat of faith for me. There is this
sound of the Gospel rthythm that pulsates through time and
reverberates in attentive hearts. For those who listen, the ground of
one’s being actually trembles with the beat.

Its cadence is carrying us into the future also. As we face changes in
our music personnel, and as we plan for our emerging youth program,
we listen for the drumbeat. It is the sound of Christ’s Love beating an
unending tap, tap, tap. It persistently proclaims that all of God’s
people are worthy and embraced. It relentlessly insists on justice in
the face of wrongs. It ceaselessly says “I am the Way. Follow me.”

We at First United Methodist are people of the drumbeat. We have
listened for 166 years. We are listening now. We will listen tomorrow.
Love. Love. Love. Love. Love. Love. Love. Love. Love. I feel its tingle in
my toes.

Sue
|

New Board of Trustees and new chair

By Discipline, the Board of Trustees elects its own chair. The members
generally fulfill a three-year term, and the annual All-Church Conference
elects those members. The board met on Jan. 11 and welcomed Tom
Tomcyzk, Ward Armstrong, Karen McCoy, and Sherry Fiscus. They join
the continuing members who are Don Whiteside, John Joelson, Ginny
Renaud, Dorothy Garrett, and Lowell Ford. Lowell Ford was elected
chair. Congratulations, Lowell. You will be great.

Lowell began his role by thanking Chuck Hudkins for his years of
service as chair and listing the accomplishments of the Board of
Trustees this past year. We are blessed to have such an excellent Board
and I would ask each of us to find a Trustee and tell them how much
we appreciate all their hard work. In fact, I decree this to be “Hug a
Trustee” month.
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Worship schedule

See back page for services and times.

Jan. 28
8:30 a.m. Susan Boegli

11 a.m. Traditional Susan Boegli
11 a.m. Praise Rev. Sue Owen

Feb. 4

Habitat for Humanity Sunday
8:30 a.m. Rev. Sue Owen

11 a.m. Traditional Rev. Sue Owen
11 a.m. Praise Susan Boegli

Feb.11

Youth Sunday

Worship schedule for Youth Sunday
has been postponed until later.

Saturday, Feb.17
Healing Service

Feb. 18

8:30 a.m. Susan Boegli

11 a.m. Traditional Susan Boegli
11 a.m. Praise Rev. Sue Owen

Wednesday, Feb. 21
Ash Wednesday Service
7 p.m.

Feb. 25

Guest preachers.

Rev. Sue Owen and Susan Boegli
will be attending the Board of
Ordained Ministry meeting.

Healing is the place to
hegin Lent

You are invited to a healing
service on Saturday, Feb. 14, at
4 p.m. in the sanctuary. Rev. Sue
and Emily Broussard will offer
words about Jesus as our healer
and will provide time for healing
prayers. It is a good way to
enter into Lent which begins

on Feb. 21 with an Ash
Wednesday service. We hope

to see you there.
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Masterworks Chorale

All Salem First adult and high
school youth singers are invited to
join in preparing music to celebrate
the Easter message, featuring
choir, organ, strings, harp and
woodwinds. We will present Andre
Claussen’s ‘A New Creation” (in
English) at the 11 a.m. worship
service on the Sunday after Easter,
April 15. Masterworks Chorale
rehearses each Wednesday, Feb. 28
through April 11, from 7 to 8 p.m.
Masterworks Rehearsal Retreat is
Friday evening, March 16, 5 to 9
p.m., with final rehearsal Friday,
April 13, from 7 to 9 p.m. This
exciting new work sets ecumenical
texts beautifully for voices, with a
message of peace and understanding
for our world today.

Donations needed

Congregations Helping People is
need of personal items like
bathroom tissue, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, soap, shampoo,
razors or women's personal items.
Any donations you can make will be
greatly appreciated. Your donations
can be turned into the office.

A ton plus a grand

Our food coordinator, Carolyn
McMillan, reports that our third
Sunday food collection days in
2006 produced 2,264 pounds of
food and $1,037.00 in cash for
the Jason Lee Food Bank. This is
slightly less than was donated in
2005, but it is a good showing.
That represents about 2,400
meals for hungry people. With
the added stress of cold weather,
good and plentiful food is even
more important, so keep up the
good work of providing these
contributions during the winter
months. The next food collection
Sunday is Feb. 18.

I'd like to thank

Karl Steiner, for all his help with the youth group and the Senior
High Sunday School class. Daniel and Kim

All who helped with the 12 Days of Christmas; you have definitely
brought hope into the lives of a needy family. The Youth

Leah Barkell, for all the hard work and dedication she put into the 12
Days of Christmas. Daniel and Kim

Kirk and Marissa Hurd, for their organization of the Chili/Chowder
feed. The staff of FUMC

Rev. Sue, for her exceptional methods of sharing/teaching/strengthening
our knowledge of what the wonderful family of FUMC is all about.
Anonymous

The Allelulia Choir and their inspirational music. Anonymous

Jim Ellingson, for his faithfulness to the bread ministry and its
management. The staff of FUMC

Kate Mielitz, for making lovely cards for the WWF program.
Susan Boegli

All who helped with the Chili/Chowder feed. Kirk Hurd
All who have prayed and supported us. Susan and Ken Boegli

John and Caolyn McMillan, for their ongoing devotion to the Food Bank.
The staff of FUMC

Sue Corner, for having communion arranged. The staff of FUMC

Bishop Hoshibata, for taking a stand in our church community and
sharing it with us. Kathy Clayberger

Cynthia, Emmanuel, Shira and Rolland, for their dedication, talent,
hard work and care of our congregation these past years.
The Tomczyk/Lincoln family

Members of FUMC, Rev. Sue, and the office staff, for again
welcoming the Marion Polk Foster Parent Association and letting them
use the basement for a collection and distribution point for more than
3400 gifts for Christmas 2006. Carl Christman

Interfaith Hospitality Network

First United Methodist Church will again host IHN from Feb. 25
through March 4. We need people to help, and you can sign up by
either calling the church office or by using the Sunday bulletin insert.
You can also stop in the dining room following services to sign up or
ask questions of Bill and Judy Allen.
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A great opportunity for the Underground...and YOU!

After our last concert at Lefty’s,
the owners of the restaurant
heard about the Underground’s
vision to work with GAP Kkids
(Guaranteed Attendance Program
that is part of the Marion County
Juvenile Probation Department)
These are the youth who worship
with us every week at the
Underground. The program
would also include other juvenile
offenders. The owners of Lefty’s
were intrigued by the plan, plus
they really liked the attendance
at the concert, so they presented
us with an offer: Lefty’s is giving
the Underground Band the first
Monday night of every month as
Underground night. At the end of
the evening, they will give us a

percentage of the income for the
evening to go toward funding
this new “Post GAP” program.
What an awesome opportunity
for all of us. What this means,
however, is that we need your
help to really make this a
success. We need your presence,
and we need you to eat. I know
that many of you have “family
night,” where you go out and
have pizza or some Kind of
dinner together. Let me invite
you to make the first Monday of
the month one of those special
nights. Also, many of us have
friends and acquaintances who
either have or want nothing to
do with church, or who may be
afraid to set foot in a strange

place. Why not invite them to
Lefty’s to have dinner with you
and hear some good music? It
could be a great entry point into
the life of fellowship. Either way,
your presence at Lefty’s on the
first Monday of each month will
strengthen friendships and other
relationships, as well as go a
long way toward supporting
what we hope will become a vital
program at Salem First -
supporting kids who may not
have support from any other area
in their lives. Our first Monday
night is Feb. 5 from 6 to 8:30
p.m. We hope to see you there
ahead of time. Thanks for your
support.

Financial Statement: December 31, 2006

December Year-to-Date %
General Fund Budget General Fund Budget of Budget
Checking Account Balance Nov. is 100%
November 31, 2006 91.47
Income 59,425.50 52,143.00 631,987.56 625,726.00 101%
Expenses 59,448.88 52,142.00 632,374.07 625,700.00 101%
Checking Account Balance
December 31, 2006 68.09
General Fund gain
(loss) for December (23.38)
Accounts payable at
December 31, 2006 0.00
Total expenses as of
December 31, 2006,
including accounts payable 632,374.07

Our budget is based on 65% of our shared ministries apportionments. As of December 31, we have paid 68% of
our total shared ministries apportionments. At December 31, 2006, we owed an additional $39,340.00 in

order to achieve 100%.
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES Love, Serve, Learn, Celebrate

Women are invited to participate in
the following events.

WOW Groups: when and where
Women of Wonder, of Worship,

of Wisdom, of Witness, of Wesley,
of Whatever

Pinochle Pals

Every Wednesday, 2 p.m.,
at Willson House,

1625 Center St. NE.
Contact: Helen Hoffhines,
503-364-0977

Susanna Wesley Moms Group
First and third Wednesdays,
3:45 to 5:15 p.m. in the Carrier
Room. Child care provided.
Contact: Sue Corner,
503-375-3734

Mia Adjali Circle

Second Wednesday, at 7 p.m. in
homes of members. Contact: Connie
Bork, 503-364-8623

Erbele Circle

Second Mondays, at 11:30 a.m. in
the Carrier Room. Bring a sack
lunch. Contact: Joan Zelmer,
503-364-6204

Knit a Blessing Ministry

Meets 2nd Monday, following Erbele
Circle, 2 p.m., in the Carrier Room.
For instructions, call

Bonnie Shaw, 503-375-6390

Stretch & Glo

Mondays and Wednesdays,

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Dining
Room. Contact: Donna Armstrong,
503-364-3583

Quilting and Fiber Arts
Meets every other month,
Fridays, 5 to 9 p.m.,
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Contact: Laurie Havel,
503-361-7277

Mary Martha Prayer

and Meditation Circle

Third Fridays at 5:30 p.m.

for supper at La Marguerita
Restaurant followed by prayer

at 7 p.m. in the Carrier Room.
Contact: Cynthia McGladrey,
503-390-7563

Journaling As a Journey

First Monday of the month in room
225. Contact: Sharon Everette,
503-391-4733

YUM Women

(Young United Methodist Women)
First Saturday of the month at the
Beanery on Liberty Street downtown,
10 to 11 a.m. Contact : Catherine
Howard, 503-588-1690 or
cahoward520@yahoo.com

United Methodist Women 2007-
Love, Serve, Learn, Celebrate

Have you avoided making resolutions
in this new year? Here's an easy one
for the women of our church: resolve
to open your hearts and minds to
involvement in and support of UMW,
You ARE United Methodist Women,
so why not make it “official” by
joining UMW this year? To entice you
to membership, take a look at the
exciting things we have coming up:

Love Your Neighbor
Sat., Feb. 17, 1 to 3 p.m.

Join us for an enlightening and
encouraging program that will
expand our ideas of who we
consider our “neighbors” and how
we can better serve them.

Serve Our Community
Sat., May 19, 9:30 a.m. to noon

Come prepared to embrace the
notion of being “Mission Mamas” in
our local community. We will put
into action the notion of “paying it
forward” and reap the immense
personal rewards of practicing
random acts of kindness.

Learn Together
Sat., Sept. 22, 10 a.m. to noon

Get your mind in gear and hit the
ground running as the academic year

WEDNESDAY
WITH FRIENDS

Jan. 24

Mexican Night catered by WWF
volunteers. Cost is $5.00 per adult
and $3.00 under 12 years old.

Feb. 7
Catered by: The Sassy Onion
@m’a//
1244 State Street
Salem, OR 97301
503-378-9180

Menu: Soup, salad, and sandwiches
Cost: $5.00 per adult
$3:00 under 12 years old

Feb.14
Youth Group Night!

Programs for above dates include
All Your Worth with Jerry Bray in B8
at 6:30, Disciple | with Case
Veldhuisen at 6:00, and Peace and
Justice (Living the Questions series)
with Sue Owen in room 123 at 6:30.

A variety of childrens programs
begin at 6:30 p.m., Alleluhia choir
at 7:00 p.m. and Chancel Choir at
8:00 p.m.

begins. We will gather to discuss a
book (title TBA soon) from the UMW
reading program that focuses on
racial justice. All are encouraged to
read the book in advance and to
bring new children’s books as well as
used books to both donate and swap.

Celebrate One Another
Sat., Dec. 8, 2 to 4 p.m.

UMW'’s traditional Christmas Tea
will focus on celebrations around
the world. We will celebrate
together as well as expand our

(cont. on page 7)
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YOUTH NEWS

Strike Up the Band

We are putting together a youth
band, and we need your help. We
need a keyboard (76 keys at least)
and possibly a sound system. If you
have a keyboard you would like to
donate, contact Kim Bolen at
kim@salemfirstumc.org or call 503-
391-5450. If you would like to make
a monetary donation for the youth
band, drop it in the offering on
Sunday and mark it “Youth Band.”
Thanks you.

12 Days of Christmas

The 12 Days of Christmas event was
a huge success this year. We could
not have achieved our goal without
your support. We selected a needy
family of five, with three children
under the age of four, and, thanks
to your help, we were able to deliver
all the gifts we sought and then
some to the family.

For those of you who don’'t know
what the 12 Days of Christmas is,
here is a brief description. The
youth adopt a needy family for the
Christmas season. For the 12 days
leading up to Christmas, we
anonymously deliver gifts to the
family. Each night has a different
theme, including gift card night,
movie night, pajama night, etc. The
first night we deliver a tree with all
the trimmings, and the final night
we deliver a Christmas dinner.

When Kim and I delivered gifts to
the family on Dec. 21, we stealthily
left the gifts at the door and
knocked before heading into the
shadows. As we watched the door
open, we hear a small child’s voice
yell out “Thank you!” Our hearts
melted instantly. It was a wonderful
experience for all those involved,
and we hope you have the
opportunity to help us again

next year.

Pop Can Drive

The Youth Mission Team will be
having a pop can drive to raise
money for our mission trip to the
Umatilla Indian Reservation. If you
have pop cans you would like to
donate, you can bring them to the
Youth Center or call Daniel and Kim
at 503-391-5450 to arrange for us
to pick them up.

Baked Potato Feed

The Youth Group will serve baked
potatoes for the Wednesday With
Friends meal on Wednesday, Feb.
14. All proceeds will go to support
our Youth Mission Team.

SHEBANG

The youth will travel to Madras
Feb. 16 to 19 for SHEBANG,

the Central District Youth Retreat.
It will be a great weekend of fun
and fellowship. Guest speakers

for the event will be Nate Macy

of Newberg and our very own

Kirk Hurd. All youth and adults
who are interested in attending,
please visit the youth Web site and
download registration materials
(www.salemfirstumc.org/youth).
Registrations are due to the church
by Jan. 28 with your $45 payment
($10 for adults). Make checks
payable to Salem First UMC. Any
adults wishing to attend need to
contact Daniel and Kim at 503-391-
5450 or youth@salemfirstumc.org
to obtain the additional paperwork
required of adults.

United Methodist Women 2007-
Love, Serve, Learn, Celebrate

(cont. from page 5)
understanding of holiday traditions
and customs in other cultures.

Please mark your calendars for all
these events, and remember,
childcare is provided at all programs.

SECOND WINDERS

Portland Art Museum
Treasures of Ancient Egypt
Friday, Feb. 9

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Our bus for this trip will depart from
Grace Baptist Church, 4197 State
Street (corner of Elma) at 10 a.m.
Please be there by 9:45 for boarding.

Our buffet lunch at Sweet
Tomatoes in Tigard is at 11:30
a.m. This should give us plenty of
time to arrive for our scheduled
1:30 p.m. tour at the Museum.

We still have space available on
this trip. If you are interested in
joining us, you need to make your
reservation immediately. The cost
of $42 covers cost of the bus,
group discount tickets to Portland
Art Museum and lunch. Please call
Evelyne Fowler, 503-588-1827 or
Jean Corcran, 503-585-2805.

—
Climate and Energy Day

(cont. from page 1)

Main speaker will be David Van't
Hof, who is Governor Ted
Kulongoski’s advisor on
sustainability issues. His
presentation is entitled “Clean
Energy, Climate Change, and
Oregon’s Future,” focusing on
global warming and energy
stewardship. The gathering will
also include a panel discussion
on what needs to be done to
advance renewable energy and
energy conservation in Oregon,
interfaith reflections on global
warming, and a workshop on
effective citizen advocacy.

Registration fee is $15 and needs to
be in by Feb. 10; $20 after that date.
Fee includes lunch and materials.
Call 503-221-1054 to register.
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First United Methodist Church
600 State Street
Salem, OR 97301

Sunday Services . . . . 8:30 a.m. (Sanctuary), 11:00 a.m. (MICAH),
11 a.m. (Sanctuary), 6:04 p.m. (MICAH)

Location. ......... Corner of Church and State Streets
Phone............ 503-364-6709
Fax.............. 503-364-7268

Prayer Line. ... .... 503-362-8149

Email ........... Church: salem1st@wvi.com

Sue Owen: revsue@wyvi.com
Susan Boegli: mindis@wvi.com
Kirk Hurd: kirka@wvi.com
Web page. ........ www.salemfirstumc.org
Officehours. . . .. ... Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m. to Noon

First United Methodist Church

A diverse and inclusive community of faith, seeking to follow the example
of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all to a walk with Christ, Nurturing each
other in Christian love, Equipping persons with a faith that works in real
life, and Serving God in the church, the community and the world.

Church Staff

Lay Leader. . .. ...o.o i e Marci Ling
Lead Pastor. .. ....... ...ttt Rev. Sue Owen
Minister of Discipleship .. .......................... Susan Boegli
Director of Young Adults. .. .......... ... ... ... ..... Kirk Hurd
Youth Directors ... .......... ... ... ... ... ... .. Dan and Kim Bolen
Childcare Coordinator............................ Phaedra Parrish
Director of Sanctuary Choirs. . ................. Emanuel McGladrey
OrgamnisSt . . ... e John Ranney
Director of Bell Choirs . . ........................... Shira Fadeley
Bell Choir Assistant ... ........... ... ... ... i, Dan Bailey
Choristers Director. . .......... ... . ..., Rolland Hayden
Cherubs Assistant ............. ... ... ... . ..... Scott Morrison
Director of Children’s Music, Pianist ............. Cynthia McGladrey
MICAH Music Team .. ............couiiuiinennennenn.. Kirk Hurd
Finance Managers . ..................... Sandy Tatti & Ellie Carson
Office Administrator .. .............. ... . ... ..... Kathy Ouimet
Stephen Ministry Coordinator ....................... Fran Eriksen
Director of Human Resources ....................... Carol Stoebig

Campus Custodian. ...................... ... ..... Total Solutions

The Spire (USPS 863-560) published twice monthly,

except in Nov. and Dec., by the First United

Methodist Church, 600 State Street, Salem, Oregon.

Periodical postage paid at Salem, OR 97301.
Postmaster: Please send change of address to
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Spire deadlines

Please submit your articles by
NOON of the deadline date.
Articles received after the deadline
will be held for the next issue.

Deadline Publication date
Feb.6 ................. Feb. 13
Feb.20 ................ Feb.27
Mar.6 ................ Mar. 13
Mar.20 ............... Mar. 27
April 3................ April 10
April17 ............... April 24

E-mail articles for The Spire to the
church office, salemfirst@wvi.com.
Please include the word “SPIRE”
and the subject of your article in
the subject line. Be sure to include
a phone number with your article.
Articles longer than 300 words will
be cut to fit.
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